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1
VEHICLE DRIVE SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCED TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage entry of International
Application PCT/JP2011/063739 filed Jun. 15, 2011, which
claims priority of Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-
222850 filed Sep. 30, 2010, the disclosure of these prior
applications are hereby incorporated in their entirety by ref-
erence.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a vehicle drive system that
includes a motor for driving wheels, a speed changer that is
provided on a power transmission line between the motor and
the wheels and a case for accommodating the motor and the
speed changer.

BACKGROUND ART

Patent Literature 1 discloses a vehicle drive system in
which a motor and a speed changer are provided on each of
left- and right-hand sides of the system and an oil passage for
oil that cools the motors is formed vertically above a case that
accommodates both the motors and both the speed changers.

On the other hand, Patent Literature 2 discloses a vehicle
drive system in which a volumetric capacity room of a
breather unit that communicates with both a motor case that
accommodates a motor and a speed changer case that accom-
modates a speed changer is formed above a joint portion
between the cases.

PRIOR ART LITERATURE
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: JP-H05-116542-A
Patent Literature 2: JP-2003-161363-A

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problem that the Invention is to Solve

In the vehicle drive system described in Patent Literature 1,
however, the oil passage is formed outside the case that
accommodates the motors, whereby the system is enlarged in
size as a whole by the oil passage. In addition, in this vehicle
drive system, nothing is described on a breather unit, and
should a volumetric capacity room for the breather unit be
disposed in this vehicle drive system, there are fears that the
system is enlarged in size in a radial direction.

Although the volumetric capacity room of the breather unit
is disclosed in Patent Literature 2, there is room for improve-
ment with respect to a size set for and where to dispose the
volumetric capacity room.

The invention has been made in view of these situations
and an object thereof is to provide a vehicle drive system that
enables the enlargement of a volumetric capacity room that
communicates with an interior of a case.

Means for Solving the Problem

To attain the object, Claim 1 defines a vehicle drive system
(e.g., a rear-wheel drive system 1 in embodiment) including:
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2

a motor (e.g., motors 2A, 2B in embodiment) that drives a
wheel (e.g., rear wheels LWr, RWr in embodiment);

a speed changer (e.g., planetary gear type speed reducers
12A, 12B in embodiment) that is provided on a power trans-
mission line between the motor and the wheel; and

a case (e.g., a case 11 in embodiment) that accommodates
the motor and the speed changer,

wherein the motor includes a first and second motors (e.g.,
motors 2A, 2B in embodiment) that are disposed left and right
in a width direction of a vehicle,

wherein the speed changer includes a first and second
speed changers (e.g., planetary gear type speed reducers 12 A,
12B in embodiment) that are disposed left and right in the
width direction of the vehicle,

wherein the first motor and the first speed changer are
disposed sequentially in this order from an outer side in the
width direction of the vehicle, and the second motor and the
second speed changer are disposed sequentially in this order
from an outer side in the width direction of the vehicle,
whereby the first and second speed changers are disposed
between the first and second motors,

wherein at least part of a radially outer edge of a rotational
element (e.g., a ring gear 24A in embodiment) of the first
speed changer or a radially outer edge of a rotational element
(e.g., a ring gear 24B in embodiment) of the second speed
changer is formed smaller than a smaller one of a radially
outermost edge portion (e.g., a radially outermost edge por-
tion P1 in embodiment) of the first motor and a radially
outermost edge portion (e.g., a radially outermost edge por-
tion P2 in embodiment) of the second motor,

wherein an offset space (e.g., an offset space OS in embodi-
ment) that is recessed further radially than an imaginary line
(e.g., an imaginary line PL in embodiment) that connects the
radially outermost edge portion of the first motor with the
radially outermost edge portion of the second motor is pro-
vided radially outwards of the rotational element of the first
speed changer or the rotational element of the second speed
changer, and

wherein at least part of a volumetric capacity room that
communicates with an interior of the case is disposed within
the offset space.

Claim 2 defines, based on Claim 1, the system, further
including:

a breather unit (e.g., a breather unit 40 in embodiment) that
establishes a communication between the interior and an
exterior of the case,

wherein the volumetric capacity room includes a breather
chamber (e.g., a breather chamber 41 in embodiment) that
makes up the breather unit and which restrains a liquid fluid
that is used to lubricate and/or cool at least one of the motor
and the power transmission line by circulating within the case
from flowing out to the outside thereof.

Claim 3 defines, based on Claim 2, the system,

wherein the breather chamber is formed so as to include at
least a space above a vertically uppermost portion of the
rotational element of the first speed changer or the rotational
element of the second speed changer.

Claim 4 defines, based on Claim 3, the system,

wherein the breather unit has further an external commu-
nication path (e.g., an external communication path 49 in
embodiment) that establishes a communication between the
breather chamber and an exterior thereof, and

wherein the external communication path is connected to a
vertical upper surface of the breather chamber.

Claim 5 defines, based on Claim 4, the system,
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wherein a breather chamber side end portion (e.g., a
breather chamber side end portion 49a in embodiment) of the
external communication path is disposed so as to be directed
vertically downwards.

Claim 6 defines, based on Claim 1, the system,

wherein the first motor drives a left wheel (e.g., a left rear
wheel LWr in embodiment) and the second motor drives a
right wheel (e.g., a right rear wheel RWr in embodiment),

wherein the case has a first case (e.g., a first case 11L in
embodiment) that accommodates the first motor and the first
speed changer and which has a left reservoir portion (e.g., a
left reservoir portion RL in embodiment) that reserves a lig-
uid fluid that is used to lubricate and/or cool at least one of the
first motor and the power transmission line and a second case
(e.g., a second case 11R in embodiment) that accommodates
the second motor and the second speed changer line and
which has a right reservoir portion (e.g., a right reservoir
portion RR in embodiment) that reserves a liquid fluid that is
used to lubricate and/or cool at least one of the second motor
and the power transmission line, and

wherein the volumetric capacity room includes a central
volumetric capacity room (e.g., a strainer accommodation
compartment 86 in embodiment) that makes up a lateral com-
munication path (e.g., a lateral communication path FP in
embodiment) that establishes a communication between the
left reservoir portion and the right reservoir portion.

Claim 7 defines, based on Claim 6, the system,

wherein the central volumetric capacity room is formed so
asto include a space below a vertical lowermost portion of the
rotational element of the first speed changer or the second
speed changer.

Claim 8 defines, based on Claim 6 or 7, the system,

wherein an inlet port (e.g., an inlet port of a strainer 71 in
embodiment) of a liquid fluid supply unit that is used to
supply the liquid fluid is disposed in the central volumetric
capacity room.

Claim 9 defines, based on Claim 1, the system, further
including:

a breather unit (e.g., a breather unit 40 in embodiment) that
establishes a communication between the interior and an
exterior of the case,

wherein the first motor drives a left wheel (e.g., a left rear
wheel LWr in embodiment) and the second motor drives a
right wheel (e.g., a right rear wheel RWr in embodiment),

wherein the case has a first case (e.g., a first case 11L in
embodiment) that accommodates the first motor and the first
speed changer and which has a left reservoir portion (e.g., a
left reservoir portion RL in embodiment) that reserves a lig-
uid fluid that is used to lubricate and/or cool at least one of the
first motor and the power transmission line and a second case
(e.g., a second case 11R in embodiment) that accommodates
the second motor and the second speed changer and which has
a right reservoir portion (e.g., a right reservoir portion RR in
embodiment) that reserves a liquid fluid that is used to lubri-
cate and/or cool at least one of the second motor and the
power transmission line,

wherein the volumetric capacity room includes a breather
chamber (e.g., a breather chamber 41 in embodiment) that
makes up the breather unit and which restrains a liquid fluid
within the case from flowing out to the outside thereof and a
central volumetric capacity room (e.g., a strainer accommo-
dation compartment 86 in embodiment) that makes up a lat-
eral communication path (e.g., a lateral communication path
FP in embodiment) that establishes a communication
between the left reservoir portion and the right reservoir por-
tion, and
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wherein the breather chamber and the central volumetric
capacity room that are disposed within the offset space are
situated on the same circumference.

Claim 10 defines, based on any one of claims 1 to 9, the
system, wherein the first and second motors and the first and
second speed changers are disposed coaxially.

Claim 11 defines, based on any one of claims 1 to 10, the
system, further including:

a connection/disconnection unit (e.g., a hydraulic brake 60
in embodiment) that is provided on the power transmission
line between the motor and the wheel and which puts a motor
side and a wheel side in a connected state or a disconnected
state by being applied or released,

wherein the first and second speed changers are each made
up of three rotational elements (e.g., sun gears 21A, 21B,
planetary carriers 23A, 23B, ring gears 24 A, 24B in embodi-
ment),

wherein first rotational elements (e.g., the ring gears 24 A,
24B in embodiment) of the three rotational elements of the
first and second speed changers are coupled to each other,

wherein the connection/disconnection unit is provided on
the first rotational element that is coupled thereto, and

wherein at least part of the connection/disconnection unit
is disposed within the offset space.

Claim 12 defines, based on Claim 11, the system,

wherein at least part of the connection/disconnection unit
is disposed near to one speed changer (e.g., a planetary gear
type speed reducer 12B in embodiment) of the first and sec-
ond speed changers within the offset space, and

wherein at least part of the volumetric capacity room is
disposed near to the other speed changer (e.g., a planetary
gear type speed reducer 12A in embodiment) of the first and
second speed changers within the offset space.

Claim 13 defines, based on Claim 11 or 12, the system,

wherein the first and second speed changers are planetary
gear type speed changers (e.g., planetary gear type speed
reducers 12A, 12B in embodiment) which are each made up
of the three rotational elements,

wherein the motor is connected to second rotational ele-
ments (e.g., sun gears 21A, 21B in embodiment), and

wherein the wheel is connected to third rotational elements
(e.g., planetary carriers 23 A, 23B in embodiment).

Claim 14 defines, based on Claim 13, the system,

wherein in the planetary gear type speed changers, the first
rotational elements are made up of ring gears, the second
rotational elements are made up of sun gears, and the third
rotational elements are made up of carriers.

Claim 15 defines, based on Claim 14, the system,

wherein the carriers each support a double pinion (e.g.,
planetary gears 22A, 22B in embodiment) that is made up of
a large-diameter pinion (e.g., first pinions 26A, 26B in
embodiment) that meshes with the sun gear and a small-
diameter pinion (e.g., second pinions 27A, 27B in embodi-
ment) that is smaller in diameter than the large-diameter
pinion and which meshes with the ring gear, and

wherein the connection/disconnection unit is disposed
radially outwards of the ring gear.

Claim 16 defines, based on Claim 14 or 15, the system,

wherein the connection/disconnection unit has a fixed plate
(e.g., fixed plates 35 in embodiment) that is fixed to the case
and a rotational plate (e.g., rotational plates 36 in embodi-
ment) that is fixed to the ring gear so as to rotate together with
the ring gear, whereby the ring gear is fixed to the case or the
ring gear is released from the case by frictionally engaging or
releasing both the plates with or from each other.

Claim 17 defines, based on any one of claims 11 to 16, the
system, further including:
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a one-way power-transmitting unit (e.g., a one-way clutch
50 in embodiment) that is provided in parallel with the con-
nection/disconnection unit and which is configured so that the
one-way power-transmitting unit is put in an engaged state
when a forward rotational power on the motor side is inputted
into the wheel side and is put in a disengaged state when a
backward rotational power on the motor side is inputted into
the wheel side, while the one-way power-transmitting unit is
put in the disengaged state when a forward rotational power
on the wheel side is inputted into the motor side and is put in
the engaged state when a backward rotational power on the
wheel side is inputted into the motor side,

wherein the one-way power-transmitting unit is disposed
on the first rotational elements coupled thereto.

Claim 18 defines, based on any one of claims 1 to 10, the
system, further including:

a one-way power-transmitting unit (e.g., a one-way clutch
50 in embodiment) that is configured so that the one-way
power-transmitting unit is put in an engaged state when a
forward rotational power on a motor side is inputted into a
wheel side and is put in a disengaged state when a backward
rotational power on the motor side is inputted into the wheel
side, while the one-way power-transmitting unit is put in the
disengaged state when a forward rotational power on the
wheel side is inputted into the motor side and is put in the
engaged state when a backward rotational power on the wheel
side is inputted into the motor side,

wherein the first and second speed changers are each made
up of three rotational elements (e.g., sun gears 21A, 21B,
planetary carriers 23A, 23B, ring gears 24 A, 24B in embodi-
ment),

wherein first rotational elements (e.g., the ring gears 24A,
24B in embodiment) of the three rotational elements of the
first and second speed changers are coupled to each other,

wherein the one-way power-transmitting unit is disposed
on the first rotational elements coupled thereto, and

wherein at least part of the one-way power-transmitting
unit is disposed within the offset space.

Claim 19 defines, based on Claim 18, the system,

wherein at least part of the one-way power-transmitting
unit is disposed near to one speed changer (e.g., a planetary
gear type speed reducer 12B in embodiment) of the first and
second speed changers within the offset space, and

wherein at least part of the volumetric capacity room is
disposed near to the other speed changer (e.g., a planetary
gear type speed reducer 12A in embodiment) of the first and
second speed changers within the offset space.

Claim 20 defines, based on Claim 18 or 19, the system,

wherein the first and second speed changers are planetary
gear type speed changers (e.g., planetary gear type speed
reducers 12A, 12B in embodiment) which are each made up
of the three rotational elements,

wherein the motor is connected to second rotational ele-
ments (e.g., sun gears 21A, 21B in embodiment), and

wherein the wheel is connected to third rotational elements
(e.g., planetary carriers 23 A, 23B in embodiment).

Claim 21 defines, based on Claim 20, the system,

wherein in the planetary gear type speed changers, the first
rotational elements are made up of ring gears, the second
rotational elements are made up of sun gears, and the third
rotational elements are made up of carriers.

Claim 22 defines, based on Claim 21, the system,

wherein the carriers each support a double pinion (e.g.,
planetary gears 22A, 22B in embodiment) that is made up of
a large-diameter pinion (e.g., first pinions 26A, 26B in
embodiment) that meshes with the sun gear and a small-
diameter pinion (e.g., second pinions 27A, 27B in embodi-
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ment) that is smaller in diameter than the large-diameter
pinion and which meshes with the ring gear, and

wherein the one-way power-transmitting unit is disposed
radially outwards of the ring gear.

Advantage of the Invention

According to Claim 1, by disposing the first and second
speed changers that are disposed left and right between the
first and second motors that are disposed left and right, it is
possible to commonize the lubrication, cooling and operation
switching of the first and second speed changers. In addition,
by disposing the volumetric capacity room by making use of
the offset space provided by forming at least part of the
radially outer edge of the rotational element of the first speed
changer or the radially outer edge of the rotational element of
the second speed changer smaller than the smaller one of the
radially outermost edge portion of the first motor and the
radially outermost edge portion of the second motor, it is
possible to make the volumetric capacity room larger in size.
Additionally, when the capacity of the volumetric capacity
room is not changed, it is possible to make the drive system
smaller in size by suppressing the radial expansion of the case
itself.

According to Claim 2, since the volumetric capacity room
includes the breather chamber that makes up the breather unit,
it is possible to increase the capacity of the breather chamber
by making use of the offset space. Additionally, when the
capacity of the volumetric capacity room is not changed, it is
possible to make the drive system smaller in size by suppress-
ing the radial expansion of the case itself.

According to Claim 3, since normally, the radially outer
edge of the rotational element of the speed changer is circular
in shape, the offset space is formed into a cylindrical shape.
Then, by forming the breather chamber so as to include the
space lying above the vertical uppermost portion of the rota-
tional element within the offset space, it is possible to sup-
press the intrusion of liquid fluid into the volumetric capacity
room.

According to Claim 4, by connecting the external commu-
nication path to the vertical upper surface of the volumetric
capacity room, it is possible to suppress the discharge of
liquid fluid to the outside by way of the external communi-
cation path.

According to Claim 5, by directing the breather chamber
side end portion of the external communication path down-
wards, it is possible to suppress the discharge of liquid fluid to
the outside more effectively.

According to Claim 6, since the volumetric capacity room
includes the central volumetric capacity room that makes up
the lateral communication path, it is possible to increase the
capacity of the central volumetric capacity room by making
use of the offset space. Additionally, when the capacity of the
central volumetric capacity room is not changed, itis possible
to make the drive system smaller in size by suppressing the
radial expansion of the case itself.

According to Claim 7, since the central volumetric capac-
ity room is formed so as to include the space below the
vertical lowermost portion of the rotational element, it is
possible to ensure the flow rate of liquid fluid in the lateral
communication path that establishes a communication
between the left reservoir portion and the right reservoir por-
tion.

According to Claim 8, since the inlet port of the liquid fluid
supply unit is disposed in the central volumetric capacity
room of the lateral communication path whose capacity is
ensured, it is possible to increase the degree of freedom in
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disposing the inlet port. Additionally, the fluid level of the
central volumetric capacity room of the lateral communica-
tion path is stabler than those of the left reservoir portion and
the right reservoir portion, and therefore, it is possible to
suppress the suction of air into the liquid fluid supply unit.

According to Claim 9, the volumetric capacity room
includes the breather chamber that makes up the breather unit
and the central volumetric capacity room that makes up the
lateral communication path, the breather chamber and the
central volumetric capacity room being disposed within the
offset space on the same circumference. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to increase the capacities of the breather chamber and
the central volumetric capacity room by making effective use
of the offset space. In addition, when the capacities of the
breather chamber and the central volumetric capacity room
are not changed, it is possible to make the drive system
smaller in size by suppressing the radial expansion of the case
itself.

According to Claim 10, by disposing coaxially the four
elements of the first and second motors that are disposed left
and right and the first and second speed changers that are
disposed left and right, the drive system can be made into the
substantially cylindrical shape, thereby making it possible to
increase the vehicle installation properties of the drive sys-
tem.

According to Claim 11, by coupling together the one rota-
tional element of the rotational elements and the one rota-
tional element of the rotational elements of the first and sec-
ond speed changers that are disposed left and right and
providing the connection/disconnection unit thereat, itis pos-
sible to reduce the number of components involved. Addi-
tionally, by disposing at least part of the connection/discon-
nection unit within the offset space, it is possible to make the
drive system (the case) smaller in size in the radial direction.

According to Claim 12, by disposing at least par of the
connection/disconnection unit at one side within the offset
space and disposing at least part of the volumetric capacity
room at the other side within the offset space, it is possible to
make the disposition of the connection/disconnection unit
compatible with the expansion of the volumetric capacity
room.

According to Claim 13, by configuring the first and second
speed changers as the planetary gear type speed changers, it is
possible to make the speed changer smaller in size. In addi-
tion, of the three rotational elements of the speed changer, the
connection/disconnection unit is disposed on the rotational
element to which the motor and the wheel are not connected,
and therefore, it is possible to increase the degree of freedom
in disposing the connection/disconnection unit.

According to Claim 14, by connecting the connection/
disconnection unit to the ring gear that is the circumferen-
tially outermost element of the planetary gear type speed
changer and which lies close to the case of the drive system,
it is possible to increase the degree of freedom in placing the
connection/disconnection unit.

According to Claim 15, since the planetary gear that is
supported by the carrier is configured as the double pinion, it
is possible to make the ring gear that meshes with the plan-
etary gear (the small-diameter pinion) smaller in diameter,
whereby the offset space defined radially outwards of the ring
gear is expanded accordingly. Then, by disposing the connec-
tion/disconnection unit in the offset space so expanded, it is
possible to make the drive system (the case) smaller in size in
the radial direction.

According to Claim 16, by causing the connection/discon-
nection unit to be applied through frictional engagement of
both the plates, it is possible to make the connection/discon-
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nection unit simple in configuration, and it is possible to
easily adjust the application force of the connection/discon-
nection unit by adjusting the number of plates or the contact
surface areas of the plates.

According to Claim 17, in the event that the one-way
power-transmitting unit is provided parallel to the brake, for
example, when a forward rotational power on the motor side
is inputted into the wheel side, putting the one-way power-
transmitting unit in the engaged state, it becomes possible to
transmit power by the one-way power-transmitting unit,
thereby making it possible to release the connection/discon-
nection unit or to weaken the application force.

According to Claim 18, by coupling together the one rota-
tional element of the rotational elements and the one rota-
tional element of the rotational elements of the first and sec-
ond speed changers that are disposed left and right and
providing the one-way power-transmitting unit thereat, it is
possible to reduce the number of components involved. Addi-
tionally, by disposing at least part of the one-way power-
transmitting unit within the offset space, it is possible to make
the drive system (the case) smaller in size in the radial direc-
tion.

According to Claim 19, by disposing at least par of the
one-way power-transmitting unit at one side within the offset
space and disposing at least part of the volumetric capacity
room at the other side within the offset space, it is possible to
make the disposition of the one-way power-transmitting unit
compatible with the expansion of the volumetric capacity
room.

According to Claim 20, by configuring the first and second
speed changers as the planetary gear type speed changers, it is
possible to make the speed changer smaller in size. In addi-
tion, of the three rotational elements of the speed changer, the
one-way power-transmitting unit is disposed on the rotational
element to which the motor and the wheel are not connected,
and therefore, it is possible to increase the degree of freedom
in disposing the one-way power-transmitting unit.

According to Claim 21, by connecting the one-way power-
transmitting unit to the ring gears that are the circumferen-
tially outermost elements of the planetary gear type speed
changers and which lie close to the case of the drive system,
it is possible to increase the degree of freedom in placing the
one-way power-transmitting unit.

According to Claim 22, since the planetary gear that is
supported by the carrier is configured as the double pinion, it
is possible to make the ring gear that meshes with the plan-
etary gear (the small-diameter pinion) smaller in diameter,
whereby the offset space defined radially outwards of the ring
gear is expanded accordingly. Then, by disposing the one-
way power-transmitting unit in the offset space so expanded,
it is possible to make the drive system (the case) smaller in
size in the radial direction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 ablock diagram showing a schematic configuration
of a hybrid vehicle that constitutes one embodiment of a
vehicle in which a vehicle drive system according the inven-
tion can be installed.

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view of a rear-wheel drive
system of the first embodiment, taken along the line II-1I
shown in FIG. 7(b).

FIG. 3 is a partially enlarged sectional view of an upper
portion of the rear-wheel drive system shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing a state in which the
vehicle drive system shown in FIG. 1 is mounted in a frame.
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FIG. 5 is a partially exploded perspective view of the rear-
wheel drive system shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 is a partially enlarged sectional view of the upper
portion of the rear-wheel drive system shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 7(a) is a front view showing the construction of the
periphery of a central case, (b) is a perspective view of (a) as
seen from the right and () is a perspective view of (a) as seen
from the left.

FIG. 8 is a partially enlarged view of a lower portion of the
rear-wheel drive system shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 9 is a sectional view taken along the line IX-IX shown
in FIG. 7(a).

FIG. 10 is a partially enlarged view of an upper portion of
a rear-wheel drive system of a second embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a partially enlarged view of the upper portion of
the rear-wheel drive system of the second embodiment.

FIG. 12 a partially enlarged view of a lower portion of the
rear-wheel drive system of the second embodiment.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

A vehicle drive system according to the invention is used in
a vehicle in which a motor is configured as a drive source for
driving wheels, for example, a vehicle employing a drive
system as shown in FIG. 1. In the following description, the
vehicle drive system will be described as being used as a
rear-wheel drive system. However, the vehicle drive system
of the invention may be used for a front-wheel drive system.

A vehicle 3 shown in FIG. 1 is a hybrid vehicle having a
drive system 6 (hereinafter, referred to as a front-wheel drive
system) in which an internal combustion engine 4 and a motor
5 are connected in series at a front part of the vehicle. Power
of this front-wheel drive system 6 is transmitted to front
wheels Wtviaa transmission 7, while power of a drive system
1 (hereinafter, referred to as a rear-wheel drive system) that is
provided separately from the front-wheel drive system 6 at a
rear part of the vehicle is designed to be transmitted to rear
wheels Wr (RWr, LWr). The motor 5 of the front-wheel drive
system 6 and first and second motors 2A, 2B of the rear-wheel
drive system 1 on a rear wheel Wr side are connected to a
battery 9, so that both electric power supply from the battery
9 and energy regeneration to the battery 9 are enabled. Ref-
erence numeral 8 in FIG. 1 is a control unit for controlling the
whole of the vehicle.

Firstly, a vehicle drive system of a first embodiment
according to the invention will be described by reference to
FIGS. 210 9.

FIG. 2 is an overall vertical sectional view of the rear-wheel
drive system 1. FIG. 3 is a partially enlarged view of an upper
portion of FIG. 2. In the same figure, reference numeral 11
denotes a case for the rear-wheel drive 1. The case 11 is made
up of a middle case 11M that is disposed substantially in a
central portion in a width direction of the vehicle and side
cases 11A, 11B that are disposed to the left and right of the
middle case 11M so as to hold the middle case 11M therebe-
tween, the case 11 being formed substantially into a cylindri-
cal shape. In an interior of the case 11, axles 10A, 10B for the
rear wheels Wr, the first and second motors 2A, 2B for driving
the axles and a first and second planetary gear type speed
reducers 12A, 12B as a first and second speed changers that
decrease the rotational drive of the motors 2A, 2B are dis-
posed on the same axis. The axle 10A, the first motor 2A and
the first planetary gear type speed reducer 12A control to
drive a left rear wheel LWr, and the axle 10B, the second
motor 2B and the second planetary gear type speed reducer
12B control to drive a right rear wheel RWr. The axle 10A, the
first motor 2A and the first planetary gear type speed reducer
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12A and the axle 10B, the second motor 2B and the second
planetary gear type speed reducer 12B are disposed symmet-
ric laterally in the width direction of the vehicle within the
case 11.

Bulkheads 18A, 18B each extending radially inwards are
provided at middle case 11M sides of the side cases 11A,11B,
respectively, and the first and second motors 2A, 2B are
disposed between the side cases 11A, 11B and the bulkheads
18A, 18B, respectively. The first and second planetary gear
type speed reducers 12A, 12B are disposed in spaces sur-
rounded by the middle case 11M and the bulkheads 18A, 18B,
respectively. Note that in this embodiment, as shown in FIG.
2, the left side case 11A and the middle case 11M make up a
first case 11L that accommodates the first motor 2A and the
first planetary gear type speed reducer 12A, and the right side
case 11B and the middle case 11M make up a second case
11R that accommodates the second motor 2B and the second
planetary gear type speed reducer 12B. Then, the first case
11L has a left reservoir portion RL that reserves oil as a liquid
fluid that is used to lubricate and/or cool at least one of the first
motor 2A and a power transmission line. The second case 11R
has a right reservoir portion RR that reserves oil used to
lubricate and/or cool at least one of the second motor 2B and
a power transmission line. As shown in FIG. 4, the case 11 is
supported by supporting portions 13a, 135 of a frame member
13 which makes up part of a frame which makes up, in turn,
a framework of the vehicle 3 and a frame, not shown, of the
rear-wheel drive system 1. The supporting portions 13a, 135
are provided left and right with respect to the center of the
frame member 13 in the width direction of the vehicle. Note
that in FIGS. 2 to 12, arrows denote a positional relationship
when the rear-wheel drive system 1 is installed in the vehicle.

A breather unit 40 that establishes a communication
between the interior and an exterior of the case 11 is provided
in the rear-wheel system 1, so that air in the interior of the case
11 is released to the exterior by way of a breather chamber 41
to thereby prevent the temperature and pressure of air in the
interior of the case 11 from being increased. The breather
chamber 41 is disposed in a vertical upper portion of the case
11 and is made up of a space defined by an external wall of the
middle case 11M, a first cylindrical wall 43 that is provided
within the middle case 11M so as to extend substantially
horizontally towards the left side case 11A, a second cylin-
drical wall 44 that is provided so as to extend substantially
horizontally towards the right side case 11B, a laterally divid-
ing wall 45 that connects inner end portions of the first and
second cylindrical walls 43, 44 to each other, a baffle plate
47A that is mounted so as to be brought into abutment with a
left side case 11A side end portion of'the first cylindrical wall
43 and a baftle plate 47B that is mounted so as to be brought
into abutment with a right side case 11B side end portion of
the second cylindrical wall 44.

In the first and second cylindrical walls 43, 44 and the
laterally dividing wall 45 that form a lower surface of the
breather chamber 41, the first cylindrical wall 43 is situated
further radially inwards than the second cylindrical wall 44,
and the laterally dividing wall 45 extends to an inner end
portion of the first cylindrical wall 43 while being bent in such
a manner as to be contracted diametrically from an inner end
portion of the second cylindrical wall 44 and further extends
radially inwards to reach a third cylindrical wall 46 that
extends substantially horizontally. The third cylindrical wall
46 is situated further inwards than both outer end portions of
the first cylindrical wall 43 and the second cylindrical wall 44
and in a substantially central position therebetween.

FIG. 5 is a partially exploded perspective view of the rear-
wheel drive system shown in FIG. 2. Although FIG. 5 shows
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only the left baffle plate 47A and the left planetary gear type
speed reducer 12A, the right baffle plate 47B and the right
planetary gear type speed reducer 12B have a similar con-
figuration.

The baffle plates 47A, 47B each have a substantially annu-
lar shape in which a thin plate-like side wall portion 47a is
opened at a lower end thereof, and a rib 475 is provided so as
to surround an outer edge of the side wall portion 47a. The
side wall portion 47a is provided so as to extend radially
outwards at an upper portion thereof so as to separate a space
defined between the first cylindrical wall 43 and an external
wall of the middle case 11M or a space defined between the
second cylindrical wall 44 and the external wall of the middle
case 11M from the planetary gear type speed reducer 12A or
the planetary gear type speed reducer 12B. A ceiling plate 47¢
is provided so as to extend from an outer edge of the upper
portion of the side wall portion 47a in such a manner as to be
inclined slightly downwards from a direction that is at right
angles thereto. A cutout 47d is provided in the center of the
ceiling plate 47¢ so as to make the length of the ceiling plate
47¢ in the center shorter than those at both circumferential
sides thereof. Then, air within the case 11 is introduced into
the breather chamber 41 by way of the cutout 474 and a distal
end portion of the ceiling plate 47¢. In the ceiling plate 47¢, a
concavely depressed groove portion 47e is provided on each
side of the cutout 474. The baffle plates 47A, 47B are each
fixed to the middle case 11M with bolts 48 that are passed
through two bolt holes 47fprovided at the upper portion of the
side wall portion 474 and bolt holes 47f in two attachment
pieces 47¢g provided at a lower portion of the rib 475.

Returning to FIGS. 2 and 3, an external communication
path 49 that establishes a communication between the
breather chamber 41 and the exterior of the case 11 is pro-
vided on the middle case 11M so as to connect to a vertical
upper surface of the breather chamber 41. A breather chamer
side end portion 49a of the external communication path 49 is
disposed so as to be directed vertically downwards. Conse-
quently, oil is restrained from being discharged to the exterior
of'the case 11 by way of the external communication path 49.

In the first and second motors 2A, 2B, stators 14A, 14B are
fixed to the side cases 11A, 11B, respectively, and annular
rotors 15A, 15B are disposed rotatably on inner circumferen-
tial sides of the stators 14A, 14B. Cylindrical shafts 16 A, 16B
that surround outer circumferences of the axles 10A, 10B are
connected to inner circumferential portions of the rotors 15A,
15B. These cylindrical shafts 16 A, 16B are supported viaend
walls 17A, 17B of the side cases 11A, 11B and the bulkheads
18A, 18B of the reduction gear case 11 via bearings 19A, 19B
so as to rotate relative to and concentric with the axles 10A,
10B. Resolvers 20A, 20B that feed information on rotational
positions of the rotors 15A, 15B back to a controller (not
shown) for controlling the motors 2A, 2B are provided on
outer circumferences of one end portions of the cylindrical
shafts 16 A, 16B and on the end walls 17A, 17B.

The first and second planetary gear type speed reducers
12A,12B include sun gears 21 A, 21B, pluralities of planetary
gears 22A, 22B that are caused to mesh with the sun gears 21,
planetary carriers 23 A, 23B that support these planetary gears
22A, 22B and ring gears 24A, 24B that are caused to mesh
with outer circumferential sides of the planetary gears 22A,
22B. Driving forces of the motors 2A, 2B are inputted into the
planetary gear type speed reducers 12A, 12B from the sun
gears 21 A, 21B and the decelerated driving forces are output-
ted therefrom to the axles 10A, 10B through the planetary
carriers 23A, 23B.

The sun gears 21A, 21B are formed integrally with the
cylindrical shafts 16 A, 16B. The planetary gears 22A, 22B
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are double pinions that have first pinions 26A, 26B that are
larger in diameter and which are caused to mesh directly with
the sun gears 21A, 21B and second pinions 27A, 278 that are
smaller in diameter than the first pinions 26 A, 26B, and the
first pinions 26A, 26B and the second pinions 27A, 27B are
formed integrally in such a manner that the first and second
pinions are concentric and are offset in an axial direction. The
planetary gears 22A, 22B are supported by the planetary
carriers 23A, 23B. Axially inner end portions of the planetary
carriers 23 A, 23B extend radially inwards and spline fit on the
axles 10A, 10B, whereby the planetary carriers 23A, 23B are
supported on the axles 10A, 10B so as to rotate together
therewith. The planetary carriers 23 A, 23B are also supported
on the bulkheads 18A, 18B via bearings 33A, 33B.

The ring gears 24A, 24B include gear portions 28 A, 28B
that mesh with the second pinions 27A, 27B which are
smaller in diameter on inner circumferential surfaces, small-
diameter portions 29 A, 29B that are smaller in diameter than
the gear portions 28A, 28B and which are disposed so as to
face oppositely each other in a middle position of the case 11
and connecting portions 30A, 30B that connect axially inner
end portions of the gear portions 28 A, 28B with axially outer
end portions of the small-diameter portions 29A, 29B in a
radial direction. In the case of this embodiment, radially outer
edges of the ring gears 24A, 24B are set so as to be smaller
than maximum distances of the first pinions 26A, 26B from
centers of the axles 10A, 10B. As shown in FIG. 6, the radially
outer edges of the ring gears 24A, 24B are formed smaller
than radially outermost edge portions P1, P2 of the motors
2A, 2B, whereby an offset space OS that is recessed further
radially than an imaginary line PL that connects the radially
outermost edge portion of the motor 2A with the radially
outermost edge portion of the motor 2B is provided radially
outwards of the ring gear 24 A of the planetary gear type speed
reducer 12A and the ring gear 24B of the planetary gear type
speed reducer 12B.

The gear portions 28A, 28B face oppositely each other
with the third cylindrical wall 46 that is formed at a radially
inner end portion of the laterally dividing wall 45 of the
middle case 11M. The small-diameter portions 29A, 29B
spline fit on an inner race 51 of a one-way clutch 50, which
will be described later, on outer circumferential surfaces
thereof, and the ring gears 24 A, 24B are coupled to each other
s0 as to rotate together with the inner race 51 of the one-way
clutch 50.

A space portion is secured on a planetary gear type speed
reducer 12B side of the offset space OS and between the
second cylindrical wall 44 of the middle case 11M that makes
up the case 11 and the gear portion 28B of the ring gear 24B,
and a hydraulic brake 60, which is configured as a brake unit
for the ring gear 24B, is disposed in the space portion so as to
overlap the first pinion 26B in the radial direction and overlap
the second pinion 27B in the axial direction. In the hydraulic
brake 60, a plurality of fixed plates 35 that spline fit on an
inner circumferential surface of the second cylindrical wall
44 and a plurality of rotational plates 36 that spline fit on an
outer circumferential surface of the gear portion 28B of the
ring gear 24B are disposed alternately in the axial direction,
and these plates 35, 36 are operated to be engaged with and
disengaged from each other by an annular piston 37. The
piston 37 is accommodated in a reciprocating fashion in an
annular cylinder compartment that is defined by the laterally
dividing wall 45 of the middle case 11M and the third cylin-
drical wall 46. The piston 37 is biased normally in a direction
in which the fixed plates 35 and the rotational plates 36 are
disengaged from each other by an elastic member 39 that is
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supported on a bearing seat 38 provided on an outer circum-
ferential surface of the third cylindrical wall 46.

More specifically, a space defined between the laterally
dividing wall 45 and the piston 37 is configured as a hydraulic
chamber S into which oil is introduced directly. When the
pressure of oil that is introduced into the hydraulic chamber S
is superior in magnitude to the biasing force of the elastic
member 39, the piston 37 advances (moves rightwards),
whereby the fixed plates 35 and the rotational plates 36 are
pressed against each other and are then brought into engage-
ment with each other. When the biasing force of the elastic
member 39 is superior in magnitude to the pressure of oil that
is introduced into the hydraulic chamber S, the piston 37 is
withdrawn (moves leftwards), whereby the fixed plates 35
and the rotational plates 36 are caused to move away from
each other and the engagement therebetween is released.
Note that the hydraulic brake 60 is connected to an electric oil
pump 70 (refer to FIG. 4) functioning as a liquid fluid supply
unit.

In the case of the hydraulic brake 60, the fixed plates 35 are
supported on the second cylindrical wall 44 that extends from
the laterally dividing wall 45 of the middle case 11M that
makes up the case 11, while the rotational plates 36 are
supported on the gear portion 28B of the ring gear 24B.
Therefore, when both the plates 35, 36 are pressed against
each other by the piston 37, a braking force is applied to the
ring gear 24B to fix it in place by virtue of frictional engage-
ment of both the plates 35, 36. Then, when the engagement of
the plates implemented by the piston 37 is released from that
state, the ring gear 24B is permitted to rotate freely. Since the
ring gears 24A, 24B are coupled to each other as described
above, when the hydraulic brake 60 is applied, the braking
force is also applied to the ring gear 24 A so as to fix it in place,
while when the hydraulic brake 60 is released, the ring gear
24A is also permitted to rotate freely.

A space portion is also secured between the connecting
portions 30A, 30B of the ring gears 24A, 24B that face oppo-
sitely each other in the axial direction, and the one-way clutch
50 is disposed in the space portion, the one-way clutch 50
being adapted to transmit only power acting in one direction
on the ring gears 24A, 24B and to cut off power acting in the
other direction. The one-way clutch 50 is such that a number
of sprags 53 are interposed between the inner race 51 and an
outer race 52, and the inner race 51 spline fits on the small-
diameter portions 29A, 29B of the ring gears 24 A, 24B so as
to rotate together therewith. The outer race 52 is positioned
and is restricted from rotation by the third cylindrical wall 46.

The one-way clutch 50 is engaged when the vehicle 3
travels forwards based on the power of the motors 2A, 2B so
as to lock the rotation of the ring gears 24A, 24B. More
specifically, the one-way clutch 50 is put in an engaged state
when rotational power in a forward direction (a rotational
direction when the vehicle 3 travels forwards) at the motors
2A, 2B is inputted to the wheels Wr, while the one-way clutch
50 is put in a disengaged state when backward rotational
power at the motors 2A, 2B is inputted into the wheels Wr.
The one-way clutch 50 is put in the disengaged state when
forward rotational power at the wheels Wr is inputted into the
motors 2A, 2B, while the one-way clutch 50 is put in the
engaged state when backward rotational force at the wheels
Wr is inputted into the motors 2A, 2B.

In this way, in the rear-wheel drive system 1 of this embodi-
ment, the one-way clutch 50 and the hydraulic brake 60 are
provided in parallel on a power transmission line between the
motors 2A, 2B and the wheels Wr. Additionally, the hydraulic
brake 60 is controlled to be put in a released state, a weakly
applied state and an applied state according to the states
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where the vehicle is driven or whether the one-way clutch 50
is in the engaged or disengaged state by the pressure of oil that
is supplied from the oil pump 70. For example, when the
vehicle 3 travels forwards based on the power driving of the
motors 2A, 2B (when the vehicle travels forwards at low
vehicle speeds or middle vehicle speeds), the one-way clutch
50 is engaged, and the power transmission is enabled. How-
ever, even in the event that due to the hydraulic brake 60 being
controlled to be put in the weakly applied state, the input of
forward rotational power from the motors 2A, 2B is tempo-
rarily decreased, putting the one-way clutch 50 in the disen-
gaged state, the power transmission between the motors 2A,
2B and the wheels Wr is restrained from being interrupted.
When the vehicle 3 travels forwards based on the power
driving of the internal combustion engine 4 and/or the motor
5 (when the vehicle travels forwards at high vehicle speeds),
the one-way clutch 50 is disengaged and the hydraulic brake
is controlled to be put in the released state, whereby the
overspeed of the motors 2A, 2B is prevented. On the other
hand, when the vehicle 3 is reversed or is driven in a regen-
erative fashion, the one-way clutch 50 is disengaged, and
therefore, the hydraulic motor 60 is controlled to be put in the
applied state, whereby backward rotational power from the
motors 2A, 2B is outputted to the wheels Wr or forward
rotational power at the wheels Wr is inputted to the motors
2A,2B.

As shown in FIGS. 7 to 9, outer circumferential surfaces of
the first and second cylindrical walls 43, 44 and the laterally
dividing wall 45 of the middle case 11M are exposed to the
outside at other portions than where the breather chamber 41
is formed, and a pair of protruding portions 81, 82 are formed
on the outer circumferential surface of the first and second
cylindrical walls 43, 44 and the laterally dividing wall 45 so as
to protrude in the radial direction from both axial end portions
thereof.

A strainer accommodation compartment (a central volu-
metric capacity room) 86 where a strainer 71 is accommo-
dated is defined obliquely below the first and second cylin-
drical walls 43, 44 and the laterally dividing wall 45 by the
outer circumferential surfaces of the first and second cylin-
drical walls 43, 44 and the laterally dividing wall 45, a wall
portion 83 that is formed below these outer circumferential
surfaces, a bottom portion 84 that extends forwards from
below the wall portion 83, an upper wall 85 that extends
forwards from a middle portion of the outer circumferential
surfaces and the pair of protruding portions 81, 82. Conse-
quently, the strainer accommodation compartment 86 is
formed so as to include a space below a vertical lowermost
portion of the ring gear 24A of the first planetary gear type
speed reducer 12A (refer to FIG. 9). A front opening in this
strainer accommodation compartment 86 is closed by a lid
member 72 (refer to FIG. 4) on which the electric oil pump 70
is mounted, and a discharge port 71a of the strainer 71 is
connected to the electric oil pump 70. Because of this, foreign
matters in oil that is taken in from an inlet port (not shown)
provided in a lower surface of the strainer 71 are removed by
the strainer 71 and the oil free from foreign matters is then
sent to the electric oil pump 70.

Through holes 874, 875 functioning as left-middle com-
munication paths that establish a communication between the
left reservoir portion RL and the strainer accommodation
compartment 86 and a through hole 88 functioning as a right-
middle communication path that establishes a communica-
tion between the right reservoir portion RR and the strainer
compartment accommodation compartment 86 are formed,
respectively, in the pair of protruding portions 81, 81 that
make up the strainer accommodation compartment 86. By
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adopting this configuration, the left reservoir portion RL and
the right reservoir portion RR are allowed to communicate
with each other by way of a lateral communication path FP
that is made up of the strainer accommodation compartment
86.

In the rear-wheel drive system 1 of this embodiment, at a
vertical upper portion of the middle case 11M, at least part of
the breather chamber 41 is disposed within the offset space
OS that is formed radially outwards of the ring gear 24A of
the planetary gear type speed reducer 12A and the ring gear
24B of the planetary gear type speed reducer 12B, more
specifically, on a planetary gear type speed reducer 12A side
of'the offset space OS. In this configuration, by disposing the
breather chamber 41 of the breather unit 40 by making use of
the offset space OS that is obtained by forming radially outer
edges of the ring gears 24A, 24B of the planetary gear type
speed reducers 12A, 12B smaller than radially outermost
edge portions of the motors 2A, 2B, it is possible to expand
the breather chamber 41. When the volumetric capacity of the
breather chamber 41 is not changed, it is possible to make the
drive system 1 smaller in size by suppressing a radial expan-
sion of the case 11 itself.

In this embodiment, the offset space OS is formed by
forming the radially outer edges of the ring gears 24A, 24B of
the planetary gear type speed reducers 12A, 12B smaller than
the radially outermost edge portions of the motors 2A, 2B.
However, the offset space OS may be formed by forming at
least part of the radially outer edge of the rotational element of
the planetary gear type speed reducer 12A or the radially
outer edge of the rotational element of the planetary gear type
speed reducer 12B smaller than a smaller one of the radially
outermost edge portion of the motor 2A and the radially
outermost edge portion of the motor 2B. Note that the rota-
tional elements are not limited to the ring gears 24 A, 24B. The
speed changers are not limited to the planetary gear type
speed reducers 12A, 12B, and hence, known speed changers
may be used. In the case of a rotational element that walks
around a central gear, the radially outer edge of the rotational
element means an outer edge of a locus formed by the rota-
tional element that so walks around.

According to the embodiment, the ring gears 24 A, 24B of
the planetary gear type speed reducers 12A, 12B are coupled
to each other, and the hydraulic brake 60 is provided at the
joint portion therebetween, whereby it is possible to reduce
the number of components involved. Since at least part of the
hydraulic brake 60 is disposed within the offset space, it is
possible to reduce the size of the drive system 1 (the case) in
the radial direction.

According to the embodiment, at least part of the hydraulic
brake 60 is disposed on the planetary gear type speed reducer
12B side and at least part of the breather chamber 41 is
disposed on a planetary gear type speed reducer 12A side in
the offset space OS, whereby it is possible to make the dis-
position of the hydraulic brake 60 compatible with the expan-
sion of the breather chamber 41. On the contrary, a configu-
ration may be adopted in which at least part of the hydraulic
brake 60 is disposed on the planetary gear type speed reducer
12A side and at least part of the breather chamber 41 is
disposed on the planetary gear type speed reducer 12B side in
the offset space OS.

According to the embodiment, the breather chamber 41 is
formed so as to include at least a space above a vertically
uppermost portion of the ring gear 24A of the planetary gear
type speed reducer 12A. Since the radially outer edge of the
ring gear 24A of the planetary gear type speed reducer 12A
has the circular shape, the offset space OS is formed into the
cylindrical shape. However, by forming part of the offset
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space OS so as to include a space above a vertically upper-
most portion of the ring gear 24 A, it is possible to restrain the
intrusion of oil into the breather chamber 41.

According to the embodiment, the breather unit 40 has
further the external communication path 49 that establishes
the communication between the breather chamber 41 and the
exterior of the case 11, and the external communication path
49 is connected to the vertical upper surface of the breather
chamber 41. Therefore, it is possible to restrain the discharge
of oil to the exterior by way of the external communication
path 49.

According to the embodiment, the breather chamber side
end portion 49a of the external communication path 49 is
disposed so as to be directed vertically downwards, and there-
fore, it is possible to restrain the discharge of oil to the exterior
more effectively.

According to the embodiment, by configuring the plan-
etary gears 22A, 22B that are supported by the planetary
carriers 23A, 23B as the double pinions that are made up of
the first pinions 26 A, 26B having the large diameter that mesh
with the sun gears 21A, 21B and the second pinions 27A, 27B
that are smaller in diameter than the first pinions 26A, 26B
and which mesh with the ring gears 24 A, 24B, it is possible to
expand the offset space OS lying radially outwards of the ring
gears 24A, 24B accordingly. Additionally, by disposing the
hydraulic brake 60 in the offset space OS so expanded, it is
possible to reduce the size of the drive system 1 (the case) in
the radial direction.

According to the embodiment, the hydraulic brake 60 has
the fixed plates 35 that are fixed to the case 11 and the
rotational plates 36 that are fixed to the ring gears 24 A, 24B so
as to rotate together therewith. Then, by frictionally engaging
or releasing both the plates 35, 36 with or from each other, the
ring gears 24 A, 24B are fixed to the case 11 or the ring gears
24A, 248 are released from the case 11. Thus, it is possible to
simplify the configuration of the hydraulic brake 60, and it is
further possible to adjust easily the application force of the
hydraulic brake 60 by adjusting the number of plates or the
contact surface areas of the plates.

According to the embodiment, by disposing the motors 2A,
2B and the planetary gear type speed reducers 12A, 12B
coaxially, it is possible to form the drive system into the
cylindrical shape, thereby making it possible to increase the
installation properties of the drive system.

According to the embodiment, in the rear-wheel drive sys-
tem 1, as shown in FIG. 8, at the vertical upper portion of the
middle case 11M, at least part of the strainer accommodation
compartment 86 is disposed within the offset space OS that is
formed radially outwards of the ring gear 24 A of the planetary
gear type speed reducer 12A and the ring gear 24B of the
planetary gear type speed reducer 12B, more specifically, on
the planetary gear type speed reducer 12A side in the offset
space OS. In this configuration, by disposing the strainer
accommodation compartment 86 of the lateral communica-
tion path FP by making use of the offset space OS that is
obtained by forming the radially outer edges of the ring gears
24A, 24B of'the planetary gear type speed reducers 12A, 12B
smaller than the radially outermost edge portions of the
motors 2A, 2B, it is possible to expand the strainer accom-
modation compartment 86. Additionally, when the volumet-
ric capacity of the strainer accommodation compartment 86 is
not changed, it is possible to make the drive system 1 smaller
in size by suppressing the radial expansion of the case 11
itself.

According to the embodiment, the strainer accommodation
compartment 86 is formed so as to include the space below
the vertically lowermost portion of the ring gear 24A of the
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first planetary gear type speed reducer 12A. An fluid level
height H of the liquid fluid that is reserved in the case 11 and
which is used to lubricate and/or cool the first and second
motors 2A, 2B is set to a position that is lower than lowermost
portions of the rotors 15A, 15B of the first and second motors
2A, 2B in consideration of stirring resistance. Additionally,
the vertically lowermost portion of the ring gear 24 is situated
in a position that is lower than the rotors 15A, 15B of the first
and second motors 2A, 2B. Consequently, it is possible to
ensure the flow rate of the lateral communication path FP that
communicates with the left reservoir portion RL and the right
reservoir portion RR.

According to the embodiment, since the inlet port of the
strainer 71 is disposed in the strainer accommodation com-
partment 86 of the lateral communication path FP whose
volumetric capacity is ensured, it is possible to increase the
degree of freedom in disposing the inlet port. Additionally,
the fluid level in the strainer accommodation compartment 86
of' the lateral communication path FP is stabler than those of
the left reservoir portion RL and the right reservoir portion
RR, and therefore, it is possible to restrain air from being
taken into the strainer 71 and the electric oil pump 70.

According to the embodiment, by disposing at least part of
the hydraulic brake 60 on the planetary gear type speed
reducer 12B side and disposing at least part of the strainer
accommodation compartment 86 on the planetary gear type
speed reducer 12A side in the offset space OS, it is possible to
make the disposition of the hydraulic brake 60 compatible
with the expansion of the strainer accommodation compart-
ment 86. The configuration may be adopted in which at least
part of the hydraulic brake 60 is disposed on the planetary
gear type speed reducer 12A side and at least part of the
strainer accommodation compartment 86 is disposed on the
planetary gear type speed reducer 12B side in the offset space
OS.

According to the embodiment, the breather chamber 41
that is disposed within the offset space OS and the strainer
accommodation compartment 86 are situated on the same
circumference, it is possible to expand the volumetric capaci-
ties of the breather chamber 41 and the strainer accommoda-
tion compartment 86 individually by making effective use of
the offset space OS. In addition, when the volumetric capaci-
ties of the breather chamber 41 and the strainer accommoda-
tion compartment 86 are not changed, it is possible to make
the drive system 1 smaller in size by restraining the radial
expansion of the case 11 itself.

In particular, at least part of the breather chamber 41 that is
formed so as to include the space above the vertically upper-
most portion of the ring gear 24A and at least part of the
strainer accommodation compartment 86 that is formed so as
to include the space below the vertically lowermost portion of
the ring gear 24A are disposed within the offset space OS.
Therefore, it is possible to make the drive system 1 smaller in
size in the vertical direction.

Second Embodiment

Next, a vehicle drive system of a second embodiment will
be described by reference to FIGS. 10 to 12. Note that the
vehicle drive system of the second embodiment has the same
basic configuration as that of the vehicle drive system 1 of the
first embodiment and differs therefrom in that a one-way
clutch 50 and a hydraulic brake 60 are situated in different
positions. Thus, only different features will be described in
detail, and the description of like portions will be omitted
here.
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In a vehicle drive system 1A of this embodiment, a one-
way clutch 50 is disposed within a space portion defined
between a second cylindrical wall 44 of a middle case 11M
that makes up a case 11 and a gear portion 28B of a ring gear
24B, and a hydraulic brake 60 that makes up a brake for ring
gears 24A, 24B is disposed within a space portion defined
between connecting portions 30A, 30B of the ring gears 24 A,
24B that face oppositely each other in an axial direction.

The one-way clutch 50 is configured so that an inner race
51 spline fits on the gear portion 28B of the ring gear 24B so
as to rotate together therewith and an outer race 52 is posi-
tioned and is restricted from rotation by the second cylindrical
wall 44. In addition, in the hydraulic brake 60, a plurality of
fixed plates 35 that spline fit in an inner circumferential sur-
face of a third cylindrical wall 46 and a plurality of rotational
plates 36 that spline fit on an outer circumferential surface of
a holding member 61 that is attached to small-diameter por-
tions 29A, 29B of the ring gears 24A, 24B are disposed
alternately in the axial direction. Then, these plates 35,36 are
operated to be engaged with and released from each other by
an annular piston 37.

In this way, in the vehicle drive system 1A, too, as with the
vehicle drive system 1 of the first embodiment, since the
one-way clutch 50 and the hydraulic brake 60 are provided in
parallel on a power transmission line between motors 2A, 2B
and wheels Wr, the same function as that of the first embodi-
ment can be attained.

According to this embodiment, in a vertical upper portion
of'the middle case 11M, at least part of a breather chamber 41
is disposed on a planetary gear type speed reducer 12A side in
an offset space OS. Consequently, it is possible to expand the
breather chamber 41 by disposing the breather chamber 41 of
a breather unit 40 by making use of the offset space OS that is
obtained by forming radially outer edges of the ring gears
24A, 24B of planetary gear type speed reducers 12A, 12B
smaller than radially outermost edge portions of the motors
2A, 2B. Additionally, when the volumetric capacity of the
breather chamber 41 is not changed, it is possible to make the
drive system 1A smaller in size by restraining the radial
expansion of the case 11 itself.

According to the embodiment, the ring gears 24A, 24B of
the planetary gear type speed reducers 12A, 12B are coupled
to each other and the one-way clutch 50 is provided at the joint
portion therebetween, whereby it is possible to reduce the
number of components involved. At least part of the one-way
clutch 50 is disposed within the offset space OS, and there-
fore, it is possible to reduce the size of the drive system 1A
(the case) in the radial direction.

According to the embodiment, it is possible to make the
disposition of the one-way clutch 50 compatible with the
expansion of the breather chamber 41 by disposing at least
part of the one-way clutch 50 on a planetary gear type speed
reducer 12B side and disposing at least part of the breather
chamber 41 on the planetary geartype speed reducer 12A side
in the offset space OS. On the contrary, at least part of the
one-way clutch 50 may be disposed on the planetary gear type
speed reducer 12A side and at least part of the breather cham-
ber 41 may be disposed on the planetary gear type speed
reducer 12B side in the offset space OS.

According to the embodiment, as shown in FIG. 12, in a
vertical lower portion of the middle case 11M, at least part of
a strainer accommodation compartment 86 is disposed on the
planetary gear type speed reducer 12A side in the offset space
OS. Consequently, itis possible to expand the strainer accom-
modation compartment 86 by disposing the strainer accom-
modation compartment 86 of a lateral communication path
FP by making use of the offset space OS that is obtained by
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forming the radially outer edges of the ring gears 24A, 24B of
the planetary gear type speed reducers 12A, 12B smaller than
the radially outermost edge portions of the motors 2A, 2B.
Additionally, when the volumetric capacity of the strainer
accommodation compartment 86 is not changed, it is possible
to make the drive system 1A smaller in size by restraining the
radial expansion of the case 11 itself.

According to the embodiment, it is possible to make the
disposition of the one-way clutch 50 compatible with the
expansion of the strainer accommodation compartment 86 by
disposing at least part of the one-way clutch 50 on the plan-
etary gear type speed reducer 12B side and disposing at least
part of the strainer accommodation compartment 86 on the
planetary gear type speed reducer 12A side in the offset space
OS. On the contrary, at least part of the one-way clutch 50
may be disposed on the planetary gear type speed reducer
12A side and at least part of the strainer accommodation
compartment 86 may be disposed on the planetary gear type
speed reducer 12B side in the offset space OS.

However, in this embodiment, too, at least part of the
breather chamber 41 and at least part of the strainer accom-
modation compartment 86 are disposed closer to either of the
planetary gear type speed reducer 12A side and the planetary
gear type speed reducer 12B side in the offset space OS on the
same circumference.

Note that the invention is not limited to the embodiments
that have been described heretofore and can be modified or
improved as required.

The output shafts of the motors 2A, 2B and the axles 10A,
10B do not have to be disposed coaxially.

The front-wheel drive system 6 may be configured as a
drive system that uses only the motor 5 as a single drive source
without using the internal combustion engine 4.

The volumetric capacity room that is disposed in the offset
space OS may be other volumetric capacity rooms other than
the breather chamber and the strainer accommodation com-
partment.

In this embodiment, the left side case 11A and the middle
case 11M make up the first case 111, and the right side case
11B and the middle case 11M make up the second case 11R.
However, the invention is not limited to this configuration,
provided that the first case 11L of the invention is such as not
only to accommodate the first motor 2A and the first planetary
gear type speed reducer 12 A but also to have the left reservoir
portion RL and the second case 11R thereof is such as not
only to accommodate the second motor 2B and the second
planetary gear type speed reducer 12B but also to have the
right reservoir portion RR.

The invention is based on Japanese Patent Application (No.
2010-222850) filed on Sep. 30, 2010, the contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS
AND CHARACTERS

1 Rear-wheel drive system (Vehicle drive system); 2A, 2B
Motor; 11 Case; 11L First case; 11R Second case; 12A, 12B
Planetary gear type speed reducer (Speed changer); 21A, 21B
Sun gear (Second rotational element); 22A, 22B Planetary
gear (Double pinion); 23A, 23B Planetary carrier (Carrier,
Third rotational element); 24A, 24B Ring gear (First rota-
tional element); 26A, 26B First pinion (Large-diameter pin-
ion); 27A, 27B Second pinion (Small-diameter pinion); 35
Fixed plate; 36 Rotational plate; 40 Breather unit; 41 Breather
chamber (Volumetric capacity room); 49 External communi-
cation path; 49 External communication path; 49a¢ Breather
chamber side end portion (Volumetric capacity room side end
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portion); 50 One-way clutch (One-way power-transmitting
unit); 60 Hydraulic brake (Connection/disconnection unit);
86 Strainer accommodation compartment (Central volumet-
ric capacity room); FP Lateral communication path; LWr Left
rear wheel (Wheel); RL Left reservoir portion; RR Right
reservoir portion; RWr Right rear wheel; OS offset space; P1,
P2 Radially outermost edge portion; PL. Imaginary line.

The invention claimed is:

1. A vehicle drive system including:

a motor that drives a wheel;

a speed changer that is provided on a power transmission

line between the motor and the wheel; and

a case that accommodates the motor and the speed changer,

wherein the motor includes a first and second motors that

are disposed left and right respectively in a width direc-
tion of a vehicle,
wherein the speed changer includes a first and second
speed changers that are disposed left and right respec-
tively in the width direction of the vehicle, wherein the
case is a common case commonly containing the first
motor, the first speed changer, the second motor and the
second speed changer, wherein the first and second
motors and the first and second speed changers are dis-
posed coaxially inside the common case so as to define
a common axis,

wherein the first motor and the first speed changer are
disposed sequentially in this order from an outer side in
the width direction of the vehicle, and the second motor
and the second speed changer are disposed sequentially
in this order from an outer side in the width direction of
the vehicle such that the first and second speed changers
are disposed between the first and second motors in the
width direction of the vehicle inside the common case,

wherein at least part of a radially outer edge of a rotational
element of the first speed changer or a radially outer edge
of a rotational element of the second speed changer is
formed smaller in a radial distance from the common
axis than each of a radially outermost edge portion ofthe
first motor and a radially outermost edge portion of the
second motor,

wherein an offset space that is recessed further radially

toward the common axis than a reference line that is
defined by connecting the radially outermost edge por-
tion of the first motor with the radially outermost edge
portion of the second motor as viewed in a direction
perpendicular to the common axis is provided radially
outwards of the rotational element of the first speed
changer or the rotational element of the second speed
changer, and

wherein at least part of a volumetric capacity chamber that

is partitioned from an interior of the common case and
that communicates with the interior of the common case
is disposed within the offset space.

2. The system of claim 1, further including:

a breather unit that establishes a communication between

the interior and an exterior of the common case,

wherein the volumetric capacity chamber includes a

breather chamber that makes up the breather unit and
which restrains a liquid fluid that is used to lubricate
and/or cool at least one of the motor and the power
transmission line by circulating within the common case
from flowing out to the outside thereof.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the breather chamber is
formed so as to include at least a space above a vertically
uppermost portion of the rotational element of the first speed
changer or the rotational element of the second speed
changer.
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4. The system of claim 3, wherein the breather unit has
further an external communication path that establishes a
communication between the breather chamber and an exte-
rior thereof, and

wherein the external communication path is connected to a
vertical upper surface of the breather chamber.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein a breather chamber side
end portion ofthe external communication path is disposed so
as to be directed vertically downwards.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the first motor drives a
left wheel and the second motor drives a right wheel,

wherein the common case has a first case that accommo-
dates the first motor and the first speed changer and
which has a left reservoir portion that reserves a liquid
fluid that is used to lubricate and/or cool at least one of
the first motor and the power transmission line and a
second case that accommodates the second motor and
the second speed changer line and which has a right
reservoir portion that reserves a liquid fluid that is used
to lubricate and/or cool at least one of the second motor
and the power transmission line, and

wherein the volumetric capacity chamber includes a cen-
tral volumetric capacity room that makes up a lateral
communication path that establishes a communication
between the left reservoir portion and the right reservoir
portion.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the central volumetric
capacity room is formed so as to include a space below a
vertical lowermost portion of the rotational element of the
first speed changer or the second speed changer.
8. The system of claim 6, wherein an inlet port of a liquid
fluid supply unit that is used to supply the liquid fluid is
disposed in the central volumetric capacity room.
9. The system of claim 1, further including:
a breather unit that establishes a communication between
the interior and an exterior of the common case,

wherein the first motor drives a left wheel and the second
motor drives a right wheel, wherein the common case
has a first case that accommodates the first motor and the
first speed changer and which has a left reservoir portion
that reserves a liquid fluid that is used to lubricate and/or
cool at least one of the first motor and the power trans-
mission line and a second case that accommodates the
second motor and the second speed changer and which
has a right reservoir portion that reserves a liquid fluid
that is used to lubricate and/or cool at least one of the
second motor and the power transmission line,

wherein the volumetric capacity chamber includes a
breather chamber that makes up the breather unit and
which restrains a liquid fluid within the common case
from flowing out to the outside thereof and a central
volumetric capacity room that makes up a lateral com-
munication path that establishes a communication
between the left reservoir portion and the right reservoir
portion, and

wherein the breather chamber and the central volumetric
capacity room that are disposed within the offset space
are situated on a circumference of the same circle.

10. The system of claim 1, further including:

a connection/disconnection unit that is provided on the
power transmission line between the motors and the
wheel and which puts a motor side and a wheel side in a
connected state or a disconnected state by being applied
or released,

wherein the first and second speed changers are each made
up of three rotational elements,
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wherein first rotational elements of the three rotational
elements of the first and second speed changers are
coupled to each other,

wherein the connection/disconnection unit is provided on
the first rotational element that is coupled thereto, and

wherein at least part of the connection/disconnection unit
is disposed within the offset space.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein at least part of the
connection/disconnection unit is disposed near to one speed
changer of the first and second speed changers within the
offset space, and

wherein at least part of the volumetric capacity chamber is
disposed near to the other speed changer of the first and
second speed changers within the offset space.

12. The system of claim 10, wherein the first and second
speed changers are planetary gear type speed changers which
are each made up of the three rotational elements,

wherein the motor is connected to second rotational ele-
ments, and

wherein the wheel is connected to third rotational ele-
ments.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein in the planetary gear
type speed changers, the first rotational elements are made up
of ring gears, the second rotational elements are made up of
sun gears, and the third rotational elements are made up of
carriers.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the carriers each
support a double pinion that is made up of a large-diameter
pinion that meshes with the sun gear and a small-diameter
pinion that is smaller in diameter than the large-diameter
pinion and which meshes with the ring gear, and

wherein the connection/disconnection unit is disposed
radially outwards of the ring gear.

15. The system of claim 13, wherein the connection/dis-
connection unit has a fixed plate that is fixed to the common
case and a rotational plate that is fixed to the ring gear so as to
rotate together with the ring gear, whereby the ring gear is
fixed to the common case or the ring gear is released from the
common case by frictionally engaging or releasing both the
plates with or from each other.

16. The system of claim 10, further including:

a one-way power-transmitting unit that is provided in par-
allel with the connection/disconnection unit and which
is configured so that the one-way power-transmitting
unit is put in an engaged state when a forward rotational
power on the motor side is inputted into the wheel side
and is put in a disengaged state when a backward rota-
tional power on the motor side is inputted into the wheel
side, while the one-way power-transmitting unit is put in
the disengaged state when a forward rotational power on
the wheel side is inputted into the motor side and is put
in the engaged state when a backward rotational power
on the wheel side is inputted into the motor side,

wherein the one-way power-transmitting unit is disposed
on the first rotational elements coupled thereto.

17. The system of claim 1, further including:

a one-way power-transmitting unit that is configured so
that the one-way power-transmitting unit is put in an
engaged state when a forward rotational power on a
motor side is inputted into a wheel side and is put in a
disengaged state when a backward rotational power on
the motor side is inputted into the wheel side, while the
one-way power-transmitting unit is put in the disen-
gaged state when a forward rotational power on the
wheel side is inputted into the motor side and is put in the
engaged state when a backward rotational power on the
wheel side is inputted into the motor side,
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wherein the first and second speed changers are each made

up of three rotational elements,

wherein first rotational elements of the three rotational

elements of the first and second speed changers are
coupled to each other,

wherein the one-way power-transmitting unit is disposed

on the first rotational elements coupled thereto, and
wherein at least part of the one-way power-transmitting
unit is disposed within the offset space.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein at least part of the
one-way power-transmitting unit is disposed near to one
speed changer of the first and second speed changers within
the offset space, and

wherein at least part of the volumetric capacity chamber is

disposed near to the other speed changer of the first and
second speed changers within the offset space.

19. The system of claim 17, wherein the first and second
speed changers are planetary gear type speed changers which
are each made up of the three rotational elements,

wherein the motor is connected to second rotational ele-

ments, and

wherein the wheel is connected to third rotational ele-

ments.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein in the planetary gear
type speed changers, the first rotational elements are made up
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of ring gears, the second rotational elements are made up of
sun gears, and the third rotational elements are made up of
carriers.

21. The system of claim 20, wherein the carriers each
support a double pinion that is made up of a large-diameter
pinion that meshes with the sun gear and a small-diameter
pinion that is smaller in diameter than the large-diameter
pinion and which meshes with the ring gear, and wherein the
one-way power-transmitting unit is disposed radially out-
wards of the ring gear.

22. The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
radially outer edge of the rotational element of the first speed
changer and the radially outer edge of the rotational element
of the second speed changer is formed smaller in the radial
distance than each of the radially outermost edge portion of
the first motor and the radially outermost edge portion of the
second motor.

23. The system of claim 1, wherein the first motor, the first
speed changer, the second speed changer and the second
motor are disposed sequentially in this order in the width
direction of the vehicle, and

wherein the offset space extends from the first speed

changer to the second speed changer.
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